PREFACE
IT seems at first sight curious that the earliest account in English
of the Xew World should have been unregarded for nearly four
centuries, nor is the fact that it was largely a translation from
a work published in Spanish a sufficient explanation. The
manuscript of Roger Barlow's Brief Summe of Geographie has
no doubt often been glanced at, but historians searching for
narratives of discover; deemed it of no importance, for its
theme is the description, coast by coast, of the then known
world. Only recently have geographers awakened to the value
of such contemporary descriptions as material for the recon-
struction of the geography of the past, that is to say, for true
historical geography: these will value for itself the work as now
edited, but historians, too, will find that it is not without interest
as filling a gap in the story of English maritime expansion. For
the general reader, however, its charm will lie in large measure
in its revelation of the spelling and diction, of the modes of
thought and geographical notions, of a man who was educated
and left boyhood behind in the reign of King Henry the
Seventh, a man who was the first of our race to set foot on the
vast Pampas of Argentina, the first to describe the charm and
wonder of its bird and animal life, a man of action too, who
would have anticipated the exploits of Frobisher and Drake
had not fate brought all his plans and projects to naught.
The manuscript, although docketed Geographia Barlow, has
no title. A title has therefore been supplied from a phrase
employed by its author, with a slight modification of spelling
in the interests of euphony.
The author's thanks are due to Dr. J. A. Williamson and to
Mr. Heawood for many helpful suggestions, to Sir William
Foster for kindly reading the proofs, and to Mr. Lynam for his
assistance in seeing the book through the Press.